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The County Council is struggling to make its books balance. The budget covering Adults and Safeguarding, Children, 
Education and Communities, was already £6.2 million overspent in August 2018 and Children’s Services have 
requested an injection of £3.413 million from the ‘Smoothing fund’ to prop it up. Shire Hall will be shut for three 
days over Christmas 2018, like many businesses, to save money, but the Council will be requiring all but the lowest 
paid staff to take unpaid leave for those three days. Not a very welcome Christmas ‘present’. 
In Children and Young People’s Committee it was depressing to see a list of five school developments identified for 
removal from the improvement programme, to save money in 2018/19. We voted to keep Spring Common Special 
School in Huntingdon in the programme, as the buildings desperately need to be improved.  Cambridgeshire has 
received more unaccompanied asylum seeking children than forecast and the Home Office Grant funding does not 
fully cover the costs. The Eastern Region scheme is writing to the Home Office stating the need for additional 
funding.  
 
At Full Council in October, a motion to support the People’s Vote, was lost.  Likewise a motion to seek Council Tax 
exemption for care-leavers was deemed too complicated for now. Recognising the risks of air pollution on human 
health, Council agreed to support Clean Air Day 2019. The Monitoring Officer was brought back under the employ of 
the Council and the procedure for whistle-blowers was adjusted. The Audit and Accounts Committee reported on 
work done towards safer recruitment in schools, proactive risk management and on Community Transport Schemes.  
 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Joint Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2018   
Parish Councils have been contacted by Peterborough City Council, which is leading a review of the Plan. Milton PC is 
strongly objecting to any of the proposed new allocations at the Butt Lane site being carried forward into the new 
plan (including waste transfer, a materials recovery facility and in-vessel composting). We were told it would be 
closed by 2020 and the landscape restored by 2026. Parish Councils need to respond by 31 October. 
 
Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign (M, L &W) - The MVAS is back in Waterbeach for a couple of weeks. John Halfpenny 
made a presentation to the three parish council meetings last month and explained the initial findings – mainly that 
the MVAS does slow most drivers down, which is a huge benefit. Fastest speeds were recorded on Green End, 
Landbeach and on Ely Road, Milton Since the presentation, more volunteers have offered help and a rota of moves 
drawn up. Some lampposts approved in Dec 2017, are now obscured by vegetation, so we need to select others or 
ask house owners nicely, to if they might prune their shrubs to improve visibility. Data download is not 
straightforward but we are collecting useful information.  The MVAS is heavy and must be installed high, so offers of 
help from tall strong volunteers from Waterbeach (to keep the number even) would be most welcome. Please 
contact the Clerks or Anna on 01223 862364. 
 
Buses and Transport - Thank you for forwarding would-be passengers’ complaints about the buses. I am very 
unhappy about the poor service in Landbeach, Horningsea and Fen Ditton. When Mayor James Palmer came to 
South Cambs District Counci , I raised our concerns about the buses and asked how he planned to improve the 
service to necklace villages. He said that in due course the Metro would serve Waterbeach. We live in hope. I 
continue to raise your concerns with Stagecoach.    
 
If you drive and have some free time, the Beaches Community Car Service welcomes volunteer drivers.  
http://www.horningsea.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/Beaches-Community-Car-Service.pdf. Could you help? 
Drivers are paid mileage and passengers make a small contribution for their journey. Those needing to attend 
hospital or medical appointments are given priority. Telephone 0780 7875878 
 
Mental Health Matters – good mental health enables you to reach your own potential and cope with the normal 
stresses of life, work productively and fruitfully and make a contribution to your community. But if you feel as if 
pressure is flowing into your life with no way of releasing it, then you might need some help. Contact The Samaritans 
(free call 116 123) or CPSL Mind (01223 311 320).  
 
Anna Bradnam - County Councillor for Waterbeach Division - including Milton, Landbeach, Chittering, Horningsea 
and Fen Ditton 01223 862364    anna.bradnam@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
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